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“A Faithful Shepherd for a New Year” 


John 10.1-30

NEW YEAR > OPPORTUNITIES & PROMISE > FEARS & Uncertainty

BIBLE Theme > God is our Shepherd > We are His Sheep

Psalm 100.3 “Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.”

Isaiah > “See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power…He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young.”





40.10,11

NT > Lord Jesus > The Christ of Christmas > IS that Shepherd

Jesus saw Himself as the fulfillment of Isaiah’s Prophecy > said to Disciples

"You will all fall away for it is written: "`I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.'”







Mark 14.27

Peter calls Jesus - 
“the Chief Shepherd”  1 Peter 5.4

Writer of Hebrews: “our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep” 13.20

See Five awesome Truths about Jesus from John 10 > 

1. Savior    2. Shepherd    3. Substitute    4. Security    5. Searching

1. Jesus is our Savior
v. 9  “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.”

Sheep Keeping in Palestinian Countryside has NOT CHANGED too much

SHEEPFOLD > Rough Circle of Rocks piled into WALL > Small Opening

SHEPHERD // those outside of Bethlehem XMAS EVE > became GATE

Through Opening in Rock Wall > Shepherd LEADS THE SHEEP IN 

v. 9  “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.”

POPULAR NOTION > All Roads lead to God > All Religions are Right

PICTURE > Sheep can Enter Sheepfold AT ANY POINT?

PILOT flies to Hilo > ANY DIRECTION will do > Right? 

DOCTOR writes Prescription > ANY MEDICINE will cure? > Right? 

Apostle Peter: “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."          


Acts 4.12

Jesus:  "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”








John 14.6

Apostle John: “Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God”   


   



2 John 9 

Jesus: “No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”  Matthew 11.27

BEST EVIDENCE > all Religions DO NOT LEAD to God > from Converts

   Uganda > Tribal Religions \   Kazakhstan > Islam \   Hawaii > Buddhism

PRAISE > from Darkness to Light > Night to Day > Lies to Truth > Fear to Freedom > Superstition to Solid Truths > Hopeless Grave to Hope of Glory

REASON WE LEAVE HAWAII AND GO TO KAZAKHSTAN

UNIQUENESS OF JESUS > I am the Gate / Door / Way / Truth / Life

Different than ALL OTHER WORLD RELIGIONS > Fall w/out Founder

OTHERS > Systems of Beliefs / Principles / Methods > Exist w/out Founder

“through him we…have access to the Father”  Ephesians 2.18

“we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 

by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body”

Hebrews 10.19,20

ONLY WAY TO GOD THRU BODY AND BLOOD OF JESUS

CHALLENGERS TO EXCLUSIVE CLAIM v. 8 “All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them.”

One Dark, Scary Night in Uganda > Someone broke into our Home 

Stole some things > Ran off > We were NOT HURT 

CAMPUS > Theological College > Ugandan Principal came to Comfort

 “Do not worry too much – we have thieves, but we do not have robbers” 

Thought > One of many unusual ‘African English’ phrases > Jesus Speaks! 

Thief > Gk. ‘Kleptes’ >  “one who steals cunningly, secretly” > Shoplifter

Robber > Gk. ‘Lestes’ > “one who steals by violence” > Gun Man 

JAMES BOICE “When Jesus said that all who came before Him were thieves and robbers He was not referring to every teacher of ethics or religion that had ever existed. If He were, He would have been disparaging Moses, David, Solomon, and the long line of prophets. Jesus was not even referring to every teacher of religion outside Judaism, for not all were thieves in that sense He intended. Thieves and robbers steal what does not belong to them. Since Jesus was talking about the way to God, in this context thieves and robbers are those who steal Christ’s honor by claiming there is another way to God – who challenge His exclusive uniqueness.”

THIEVES – Secret > Subtle Theft > Unbelieving Preachers, Seminary Profs 

          Turn People AWAY from God and His Inerrant, Infallible WORD

         Like the SERPENT in the GARDEN asking - “Has God really said?”

ROBBERS – Violent Thieves > Oppressive Regimes, Godless Tyrants

who Squeeze CONTROL in the CHURCH 
and the SOCIETY

v. 9  “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.” 

         WHOEVER – Invitation has ABSOLUTELY NO RESTRICTIONS

No matter Skin Color / GPA / 0’s in your Bank Account / Letters after Name

JESUS AUDIENCE for Message > Ch 9 “a man born blind” 

HAD NOTHING > Beggar / WAS NOTHING > Society / Cursed by God

Jesus brings SIGHT to Blind > RICHES of an ETERNAL INHERITANCE

2. Jesus is our Shepherd
3000 years ago Moses prayed: "May the LORD, the God of the spirits of all mankind, appoint a man over this community to go out and come in before them, one who will lead them out and bring them in, so the LORD's people will not be like sheep without a shepherd."                      

Numbers 27.16,17

JOSHUA  Immediate Fulfillment / JESUS is GOD’S ULTIMATE Fulfillment 

vs. 11 & 14  "I am the good shepherd.  EMPHASIS ON GOOD

Context > John 9 > Man born Blind > HEALED by Jesus > 

REJECTED by Parents > EXCOMMUNICATED by Religious Leaders

John 10 > Jesus to HEALED MAN and to HARDENED LEADERS

Background in Ezekiel 34 > "Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel…Woe to the shepherds of Israel who only take care of themselves!... You have not strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound up the injured. You have not brought back the strays or searched for the lost. You have ruled them harshly and brutally…This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am against the shepherds and will hold them accountable for my flock. I will remove them” 





                                                      vs. 2,4,10 

TWO CHARACTERISTICS of a GOOD SHEPHERD

v. 14  "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me--  

  just as the Father knows me and I know the Father”

First, HE KNOWS HIS SHEEP > “O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways…For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.” 



Psalm 139.1,2,3,13,14

COMMON PROBLEM > We feel we need to be like Someone Else

NEVER FEEL COMFORTABLE IN OUR OWN SKIN

But God made us just like we are / and He loves us Just as we are

B. F. Westcott “Nothing in his flock is hidden from him; their weaknesses, their failures, their temptations, their sins, the good they have neglected when it was within their reach, the evil they have pursued when it lay afar. All is open before his eyes. He knows them…and he loves them still” 

Second, HE KNOWS WE NEED REDEMPTION and CLEANSING

v. 11 “The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 

v. 15 “I lay down my life for the sheep.” 

HIRED HAND > does job for WHAT HE CAN GET OUT OF IT

Shepherd stays with Sheep > Even UNTO DEATH!

v. 10 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” 

WHAT IS THIS FULLNESS? WHAT IS THIS ABUNDANT LIFE? 

· NOT necessarily a LONG LIFE > some will, some die young, tragically

· NOT necessarily a PROTECTED LIFE > believers pass through sorrows, famine, even torture at times

· NOT necessarily a PIOUS LIFE > not everything is a miracle, blessing, or hallelujah > some days are hard, uneventful, even boring

BOICE “The Abundant Life is above all the CONTENTED life, our contentment is based on the fact that God is equal to every emergency and is able to supply all our needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus” 

ABUNDANCE even in DRY and BARREN Palestine

He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul.







Psalm 23.2,3 

CHARLES SPURGEON “There is more in Jesus, the good shepherd, than you can pack away in a shepherd. He is the good, the great, the Chief Shepherd; but he is much more. Emblems to set him forth may be multiplied as the drops of the morning, but the whole multitude will fail to reflect his brightness…He is inconceivably above our conceptions, unutterably above our utterances.” 

3. Jesus is our Substitute

v. 15 “I lay down my life for the sheep” HE DIED IN OUR PLACE 

HE HAD NO SIN TO DIE FOR > He took our Sins Upon Himself

HE HAD NO PUNISHMENT TO FACE > He took our Punishment

HE HAD NO HELL TO ENDURE > He exhausted God’s Wrath against Us

INCARNATE GOD Willingly placed Himself in place of His Guilty People 

MUSLIM’S HAVE A HIGH REGARD FOR JESUS – Isa – Great Prophet

QURAN – explicity denies CROSS > 5 X’s “he did NOT die on a Cross” 

Perhaps Respect > How could God unleash Wrath and Fury on Prophet?

Jesus Himself solves the Dilemma -   v. 17, 18 “The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father." 

NOT VICTIM but VICTOR / Not Human Accident but Divine Arrangement 

CROSS = GREAT TURNING POINT OF HUMAN HISTORY

Apostle Peter told his Executioners: “This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge” Acts 2.23

“the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world” Revelation 13.8

Muslim Man once angrily challenged me, “What kind of a man are you? Nobody will pay for my sins. I will pay for them myself!” 

He is welcome – And so are you – Difficult Price > Eternal Hell

Either Jesus pays for your Sins > or you will Pay for them Yourself

“May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world”. Galatians 6.14 

4. Jesus is our Security

Love of God is Particular > He loves His Sheep throughout Whole World 

We do not have Secret Insight to reveal who are His sheep > God knows

v. 26 “you do not believe because you are not my sheep”

EVIDENCE IS UNBELIEF v. 19,20 “At these words the Jews were again divided. Many of them said, "He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?" 

Man in chapter 9 – Given VISION by Jesus / EVICTED by Jewish Leaders 

MAN INTERROGATED BY PHARISEES > funniest chapters of Bible 

9.24  A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. "Give glory to God, " they said. "We know this man is a sinner." He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!" Then they asked him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" He answered, "I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?" Then they hurled insults at him and said, "You are this fellow's disciple! We are disciples of Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don't even know where he comes from." 

The man answered, "Now that is remarkable! You don't know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." 

To this they replied, "You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!" And they threw him out. (i.e. EXCOMMUNICATED from Synagogue) 

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him." Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you."
TO THIS MAN SNATCHED OUT OF THE SYNAGOGUE JESUS SAYS

v. 27-30  “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all ; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. I and the Father are one."

CANNOT FIND ANY PLACE MORE SECURE > Double Grip of God 
v. 9 “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.  He will come in and go out, and find pasture.” 

COME IN AND GO OUT – Hebrew and Aramaic IDIOM of Security

Country was AT PEACE > Ruler was Benevolent > Citizens at REST

Cannot Come in and Go Out of Kazakhstan

Cannot Enter without Gov’t Endorsed > Letter of Invitation

Cannot Leave without Gov’t Permits > and very often BRIBES for Officials 

We go through THIS LIFE and THE NEXT with the Psalmist’s Promise:

“The LORD will keep you from all harm-- he will watch over your life; the LORD will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore” 

Psalm 121.7,8
5. Jesus is Searching

Judgment on BAD SHEPHERDS contained A PROMISE > Ezekiel 34.11-13

" the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them…I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered…I will bring them out from the nations”

v. 16 “I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.”

CONTEXT “other sheep” = Gentiles 

1.11,12 “He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God”

HE HAS THEM ALREADY “I have other sheep” > NOT will have, maybe

FAR BEYOND MIND OF Disciples > even after his death & resurrection

"Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?…

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 






Acts 1.6,8

MOVE BEYOND THE HOLY HUDDLE – CHURCH! 

One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision (in Corinth): "Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city." So Paul stayed for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God.  Acts 18.9-10

Do you believe Christ has Sheep here? in Kazakhstan? in Viet Nam? 

SPURGEON “Our Shepherd-King has greater thoughts than the most large hearted of his servants. He delights to enlarge the area of our love.” 

HIS SHEEP WILL HEAR HIS VOICE > and they will Come! 

“Jesus…saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.” Matt 9.9

"Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." Luke 19.5

Jesus…Finding Philip, said to him, "Follow me."  John 1.43

Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!"  John 11.43

What about you? Have you heard His Voice? Are you following? 

AT GARDEN TOMB ON EASTER MORNING > Mary did not Recognize

Jesus said to her, "Mary."   She turned toward him and cried out, "Rabboni!"  

John 20.16

“ONE FLOCK” > not a Human Organization or Denomination 

True Unity based in COMMON SHEPHERD > faith in Lord Jesus Christ

Egerton Young > first missionary to Indians of Saskatchewan, Canada

Old Chief > “When you spoke of the Great Spirit, you said ‘Our Father’”

Young > “Yes, because through Jesus Christ we know God as Father” 

Chief > “That news is very sweet to me. We never thought of the great Spirit as our Father. We heard him in the thunder, we saw him in the lightning, the tempest and the blizzard, and we were all afraid. So when you tell us the great Spirit is our Father, that is very beautiful to us.”

“Did you say he was your Father and the Father of the Indians?

Young > “I did”

Chief > “That makes us brothers”

Jesus is the Chief Shepherd > we are called to be His Under Shepherds

Other Sheep will enter God’s Fold WHEN WE BRING THEM > 

Demonstrate His Love and Declare His Word 

VIET NAM > almost 80 million > small % Christian > persecuted 

KAZAKHSTAN > Central Asia > 70 million > Least Evangelized

